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Branch of the NAACP and the Community 
Service Award from the Negro Business and 
Professional Women’s Club. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to recognize a 
strong community leader, like Dr. Jeanette 
Campbell, for her dedication to her profession 
and to the Pontiac community. Her hard work 
and selflessness are an inspiration to all of us 
that seek to serve others I know her husband, 
Dr. Eugene Rogers, and their children and 
grandchildren must be so proud of Dr. Camp-
bell for this great distinction and I wish Dr. 
Campbell well as she continues to make a dif-
ference in the Greater Detroit community. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF ALEXA 
EFRAIMSON OF CAMAS, WASH-
INGTON 
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OF WASHINGTON 
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Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize Alexa Efraimson and 
the Camas High School girls’ track and field 
team for their success at the Washington state 
track and field championships. 

Two weeks ago, Alexa won the 1,600-meter 
race for the second year in a row and won her 
second 800-meter race on Saturday, May 31. 
She not only won the Washington state title in 
the 1,600-meter, but she broke the national 
high school record. Right now, no high school 
woman in this country is faster than she is at 
the 1,600-meter race; she is second to none. 

I am also very proud to congratulate the 
girls’ track and field team from my hometown 
of Camas for placing second at the state 
meet. Their success stands as evidence that 
each individual athlete has the ability, the de-
sire, the determination, and the commitment to 
stay the course and excel in achieving their 
goals. 

Today, I ask all Members of Congress to 
join me as we honor Alexa and the Camas 
High School girls’ track and field team on a 
job well done at Washington State’s track and 
field state championship. 
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Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, the moral fabric 
of our neighborhoods and communities in the 
United States are tightly knitted together by 
the actions of individuals who selflessly benefit 
us without public spotlight. In this, Patricia 
Lanza is an unsung hero. 

Patricia has been a dedicated benefactor to 
many organizations in Westchester that help 
women, children and families in need. Patricia 
has provided hundreds of thousands of dollars 
to high school girls who dreamed of going to 
college but didn’t have the means. She has 
been a generous, dedicated contributor to 
scholarship programs, believing that an invest-
ment in education reaps many great rewards. 

She is an important asset to community 
groups that work for peace, equality and feed 
the homeless. 

Abroad, Patricia has found many ways to di-
rect her caring and concern towards some of 
the world’s most vulnerable communities. 
Working alongside UNICEF and the Ford 
Foundation, Patricia helped construct and staff 
three centers for children with disabilities in 
Vietnam. The centers focus on birth defects 
that are directly attributable to the residue of 
Agent Orange left behind from the Vietnam 
War. 

Patricia has also funded projects in Africa 
that address local needs. In Swaziland, she 
responded to imminent famine and food short-
ages by building and outfitting a 400 hectare 
working farm in Malkerns Valley, which pro-
vided food and jobs for hundreds of area fami-
lies. She has helped women in Zimbabwe who 
are suffering from AIDS. Recently, she funded 
construction for a school in Southern Sudan in 
one of the toughest to reach areas in that war- 
torn country. 

These are not the actions of an ordinary in-
dividual—it shows the extraordinary achieve-
ments of a woman whose selfless dedication 
is fueled by the generosity of her spirit. Quite 
simply, Patricia brings hope where ever she 
goes. 

Our late President John F. Kennedy once 
noted that, ‘‘we must find time to stop and 
thank the people who make a difference in our 
lives.’’ We as her neighbors, friends, and col-
leagues should be honored by her presence in 
our lives. Her legacy in Westchester County 
and around the world will have enduring value 
in this world. 

I am proud to congratulate Patricia on re-
ceiving the Spirit of Excellence Award from 
Hope Community Services. Her devotion to 
her community, both at home in Westchester 
and abroad, knows few bounds. 
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Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life and legacy of Raymond 
H. Boone, Sr., who passed away on June 3, 
2014. Ray devoted his entire life to fighting for 
justice and equality, becoming one of the most 
trusted voices in news in the Commonwealth 
of Virginia. 

Born in Suffolk, Virginia, Ray earned a 
bachelor’s degree in journalism from Boston 
University and a master’s degree in political 
science from Howard University. Ray’s first 
foray into the newspaper business was as a 
reporter for the Quincy, Massachusetts Patriot- 
Ledger and later he worked for the Suffolk, 
Virginia News-Herald. He also worked as a re-
porter for the Norfolk, Virginia Journal and 
Guide. He eventually made his way to Rich-
mond, where he became the editor of the 
Richmond Afro-American Planet, a position he 
held for 15 years. 

Ray temporarily left Richmond to be the edi-
tor and vice president of the Baltimore-based 

Afro-American Newspaper Group. He also 
served as a correspondent for the National 
Newspaper Association where he reported 
from Germany, Finland, the former Soviet 
Union, Israel and Cuba. And for nine years, he 
was an associate professor of journalism at 
Howard University in Washington, DC. 

In 1992, after returning to Richmond, Ray 
founded the Richmond Free Press, a progres-
sive weekly newspaper that gave a voice to 
Richmond’s voiceless. Under Ray’s leadership 
as editor and publisher, the Free Press quickly 
emerged as an honored newspaper in the 
Richmond region. The Free Press has be-
come a critical source of news and information 
for the Richmond community, often covering 
issues and stories left unnoticed by larger 
media organizations. 

For his reporting and writing, Ray received 
the Oliver W. Hill Freedom Fighter Award, the 
DaimlerChrysler Entrepreneurial Award, a first- 
place Virginia Press Association editorial writ-
ing award, the International Toastmasters’ 
Leadership Award, and the A. Philip Randolph 
Messenger Award. The Free Press also won 
eight national awards for journalist excellence 
from the National Newspaper Publishers Asso-
ciation. 

Throughout his life and career, Ray received 
numerous other awards, including the Domin-
ion Resources Strong Men and Women Excel-
lence in Leadership Award, the Metropolitan 
Business League Entrepreneur of the Year 
Award, the National Conference for Commu-
nity and Justice Humanitarian of the Year 
Award, and the United Negro College Fund 
Flame Bearer for Education Award. He was 
also honored by the Poynter Institute for 
Media Studies in St. Petersburg, Florida for 
his ‘‘outstanding teaching in journalism.’’ 

Ray will be missed, not only by family and 
friends, but also by the many people who en-
joyed his analysis on the day’s news. As a re-
porter, correspondent, editor, newspaper exec-
utive and publisher, Ray always had a unique 
perspective and a thoughtful approach to dis-
seminating the news to the African-American 
community and the public at large. A fixture in 
the Virginia Press Corps for decades, Ray 
was recognized numerous times, not only for 
his contributions to the community and the 
media, but also for excellence with his craft. 
His legacy lives on in the award-winning and 
influential paper he leaves behind, the Rich-
mond Free Press. His legacy can also be 
found in the thriving African-American media 
landscape which blossomed as a result of his 
contributions and hard work. 

On a personal note, I will always cherish 
Ray’s friendship. Ray was a newsman first 
and he never allowed our friendship to prevent 
him from covering me in an objective manner. 
I will always cherish our many interviews and 
editorial board meetings and I will miss talking 
politics and policy with him. Most importantly, 
I will miss his thoughtful approach to pre-
senting the news. The Virginia Press Corps 
and the Commonwealth of Virginia have lost a 
powerful and unwavering voice. 

Mr. Speaker, Raymond H. Boone, Sr. will be 
sorely missed by his family and friends, and 
by the countless people he gave a voice to 
through his writing and reporting. My thoughts 
and prayers are with Ray’s wife, Jean, their 
children, Regina and Raymond Jr., and the 
staff and many devoted readers of the Rich-
mond Free Press. 
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